CFES Owned Books to Support Literacy Skills

Main Idea:  Can be taught with any picture book, but these are some good ones.

The Great Kapok Tree 


Main idea:  The tree is important to rain forest animals because it is their home  Supporting Details:  A man falls asleep while trying to chop down the tree;  A butterfly whispers in his ear asking him to save the tree; The rain forest has three layers: a canopy, an understory, and a forest floor that are all home to many kinds of animals.

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes

Main Idea:  The little mouse, Chrysanthemum, learns to love her name.

Supporting Details:  The students in class all have short names: The students tease Chrysanthemum about her name: The teacher is named after a flower too.

Amanda Bean’s Amazing Dream by Cindy Neuschwander

Main Idea:  Learning multiplication facts helps count things faster.

Supporting Details:  Amanda has a dream about counting things.  Counting exact numbers takes a long time when there are a lot of them.  Multiplying is much faster.

Betcha! by Steward Murphy

Main Idea:  Estimating can help you quickly know “about” how many when you don’t need an exact number.

Supporting Details: Two boys are figuring out how many things they are looking at.  One boy counts exact numbers.  One boy estimates.

Summarizing – Use any picture book, use the blurb on the backs of the book, or the summary on Library Pro Explorer as examples.  This combines well with Main Idea since a good summary will include the main idea and some supporting details.

Cause and Effect:

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Numeroff
A classic cause and effect story where one actions leads to another action and then another. If you give a mouse a cookie, he will need a glass of milk to go with it. The story gets sillier and sillier before it circles back around to the beginning again. It ends on the same note that it began with the mouse asking for a cookie.
Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens

The story of a lazy bear and a clever hare. They are putting in a garden and the hare is doing all of the work. The clever hare tricks the bear into choosing either the tops or bottoms of the plants they harvest. When the bear chooses the tops of the plants, the hare plants carrots and other root vegetables. When the bear chooses bottoms, the hare plants lettuce, and other vegetables that grow above the ground. This book teaches that if you are lazy you will not reap any rewards. Children will have to read between the lines because the cause and effect relationship is not spelled out.
The Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate the Wash by Trinka Hakes Noble
Jimmy and his class go on a field trip to a farm. The children think the field trip is very dull until Jimmy pulls out his boa constrictor and then all kinds of chaos ensues.

Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig

In a moment of fright, Sylvester the donkey asks his magic pebble to turn him into a rock but then cannot hold the pebble to wish himself back to normal again.

The Empty Pot by Demi

When Ping admits that he is the only child in China unable to grow a flower from the seeds distributed by the Emperor, he is rewarded for his honesty.

Big Bad Bruce by Bill Peet

Bruce, a bear bully, never picks on anyone his own size until he is diminished in more ways than one by a small but very independent witch.

What is friction by Lisa Trumbauer

Describes friction and gives some examples of how it causes moving things to stop.

Energy from the sun by Alan Fowler

Defines energy and discusses how energy from the sun provides us with plants, food, heat, light.
Inferencing: 

Picture Books - 

Unit using Eve Bunting books to teach this skill: Available online at

http://www.mandygregory.com/Inferencing_mini_lessons.htm
I have five copies of several Eve Bunting books: Wednesday Surprise, Someday a Tree, A Day’s Work, and Fly Away Home
Chris Van Allsburg books we have:

Two Bad Ants

Wreck of the Zephyr

Wretched Stone

Widow’s Broom

Mysteries of Harris Burdick

Polar Express

Jumanji

The Sweetest Fig 

Hog Eye by Susan Meddaugh

The Great Fuzz Frenzy by Janet Stevens

Encounter – Jane Yolen

My Lucky Day – Keiko Kasza

Fables – Arnold Lobel

Silly Sally – Audrey Wood

Chapter Books –

Lois Lowry All About Sam, Attaboy Sam

Chronological Order –

The Mitten - Jan Brett

Several animals sleep snugly in Nicki's lost mitten until the bear sneezes.

The Relatives Came – Cynthia Rylant

The relatives come to visit from Virginia and everyone has a wonderful time until the end of the summer when they have to go home.

Joseph Had a Little Overcoat – Simms Tabak

A very old overcoat is recycled numerous times into a variety of garments.

Rosie’s Walk – Pat Hutchins

The Fox is after Rosie but she doesn't know it so she unwittingly leads him into one disaster after another.

Ox-Cart Man by Donald Hall

A journey through the passing years in the life of one New Englander and his family in nineteenth-century America.

Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes

Lilly loves everything about school, especially her teacher, but when he asks her to wait a while before showing her new purse, she does something for which she is very sorry later.

Sam and the Tigers by Julius Lester

Relates what happens when a little boy named Sam matches wits with several tigers that want to eat him.
Wallace’s Lists by Olof Landstrom

Wallace has to do everything in order.  He discovers the joys of spontaneity and adventure when he becomes friends with his neighbor Albert.

Fact/Opinion

The Popcorn Book by Tomie dePaola

Presents a variety of facts about popcorn and includes two recipes.  Tony makes popcorn while Tiny reads about it.  Tony gets into some trouble because of what he thinks about popcorn as opposed to what the facts are that Tiny is reading.

Begin at the Beginning by Amy Schwartz

Sara plans to paint the most beautiful picture in the world – but is she ready to start.  Several times she thinks she is….

My Mother Talks to Trees by Doris Grove

Facts about tree identification are woven in with what Mom thinks about the trees.

Compare/Contrast

One picture book with two characters:

Bubba and Beau: Best Friends by Kathi Appelt
Bubba is a Texas baby and Beau is a Texas puppy and they are best friends. They have adventures together and both of them become very upset when their pink blanket gets washed.

Similarities between Bubba and Beau:

Both of them are keen on chewing, neither one is housetrained, and they both disdain soap.

Differences between Bubba and Beau:

Bubba loves the pinky pinky blankie because it smells like Beau and Beau likes the pinky pinky blankie because it smells like Bubba.

Two picture books with a similar main character:

The Gospel Cinderella by Joyce Carol Thomas

A variation on the traditional Cinderella story set in a Southern swamp and with a Great Gospel Convention instead of a ball.

Ella’s Big Chance : A Jazz Age Cinderella by Shirley Hughes

In this version of the Cinderella tale set in the roaring 1920s, Ella has two men courting her--the handsome Duke of Arc and Buttons the delivery boy.

Two picture books, same story, different author:

The Little Red Hen by Jerry Pinkney

Who will help the little red hen as she plants the seeds, prepares the wheat, and bakes the bread?  Her neighbors can't be bothered, but when the bread is just out of the oven, warm and soft and fragrant, who will help to eat it?

The Little Red Hen by Paul Galdone

Unaided by her three lazy animal companions, an industrious hen tends to all the chores on their New England farm.
Little Red Riding Hood by Trina Schart Hyman

On her way to deliver a basket of food to her sick grandmother, Elizabeth encounters a sly wolf

Carmine: A Little More Red by Melissa Sweet

While a little girl who loves red stops to paint a picture on the way to visit her grandmother, her dog Rufus meets a wolf and unwittingly leads him directly to Granny's house.

Two picture books with a similar plot:

Miss Nelson is Missing by Harry Allard

The kids in Room 207 take advantage of their teacher's good nature until she disappears and they are faced with a vile substitute.

The Teacher From the Black Lagoon by Mike Thaler

Yikes!  Mrs. Green is really green!  I heard she was mean, but a monster?

Thank You, Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco

At first, Trisha loves school, but her difficulty learning to read makes her feel dumb until, in the fifth grade, a new teacher helps her understand and overcome her problems.

The Wednesday Surprise by Eve Bunting

On Wednesday nights when Grandma stays with Anna everyone thinks she is teaching Anna to read, but that is not what is really happening – Grandma surprises her family by reading aloud at Wednesday night supper.

The Pain and the Great One by Judy Blume

A six year-old (The Pain) and his eight year-old sister (The Great One) see each other as troublemakers and best loved in the family.

Julius, Baby of the World by Kevin Henkes

Lilly is convinced that the arrival of her new baby brother is the worst thing that has happened in their house, until Cousin Garland comes to visit.
Picture book and short chapter book with similar plot

Recess Queen by Alexis O’Neill

Mean Jean is the biggest bully on the school playground until a new girl arrives and challenges Jean's status as the Recess Queen.

Jake Drake, Bully Buster by Andrew Clements

When SuperBully Link Baxter moves to town, Jake has his hands full just trying to survive.  He has to use all his smarts – and his heart as well – to turn himself from Jake Drake, Bully Magnet, to Jake Drake, Bully Buster.

Simile

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen

On a winter's night under a full moon, a father and daughter trek into the woods to see the Great Horned Owl.
Chanticleer and the Fox by Barbara Cooney

A clever fox meets his match in Chanticleer, the rooster.

My Dad by Anthony Browne

A child describes the many wonderful things about "my dad," who can jump over the moon, swim like a fish, and be as warm as toast.
Bicycle Man by Allen Say

The amazing tricks two American soldiers do on a borrowed bicycle are a fitting finale for the school sports day festivities in a small village in occupied Japan.
Metaphor

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen

On a winter's night under a full moon, a father and daughter trek into the woods to see the Great Horned Owl.
Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold

A young girl dreams of flying above her Harlem home, claiming all she sees for herself and her family. Based on the author's quilt painting of the same name.
Idiom

Monkey Business by Wallace Edwards

A collection of illustrated idioms.
Even More Parts: Idioms From Head to Toe  by Tedd Arnold

A young boy is worried about what will happen to his body when he hears such expressions as "I'm tongue-tied," "Don't give me any of your lip," and "I put my foot in my mouth."

Hyperbole

Railroad John and the Red Rock Run  by Tony Crunk

The Sagebrush Flyer went calahooting down the tracks, mickety-tuck and tuckety-mick.  "Don't worry," said Railroad John. "I've driven this train for forty years and we've never been late once yet!"
American Tall Tales  by Mary Pope Osborne

A collection of tall tales about such American folk heroes as Paul Bunyan, Pecos Bill, and John Henry.

A Pizza the Size of the Sun  by Jack Prelutsky

Poem from the collected work.
Personification

Martha Speaks  by Susan Meddaugh

Problems arise when Martha, the family dog, learns to speak after eating alphabet soup.

Chato’s Kitchen  by Gary Soto

To get the "ratoncitos," little mice who have moved into the barrio, to come to his house, Chato the cat prepares all kinds of good food: fajitas, frijoles, salsa, enchiladas, and more.
Albert, the Dog Who Like to Ride In Taxis  by Cynthia Zarin

Albert the dachshund loves nothing better than riding in taxicabs, until the day a taxicab adventure takes him to the airport.
Stellaluna  by Janell Cannon

After she falls headfirst into a bird's nest, a baby bat is raised like a bird until she is reunited with her mother.

Eli  by Bill Peet

A proud but decrepit lion learns a lesson about friendship from the vultures he despises.

